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Your Voice Counts 

Why is our Legislative Program such an intragal part of the VFW Auxiliary? Why 

- because Legislation is a very important part of ensuring our veterans rights are 

through our Country’s legislative system.  We, as Auxiliary members are wives, 

husbands, fathers, brothers, sons, sisters, mothers, grandfathers, grandsons, grand-

daughters and grand-mothers are advocates for them through the Veterans of 

Foreign Wars.  Legislative issues for our veterans need our support.  Legislative 

issues for our veterans require a lot of reading.   

Mission - Goals of VFW’s Legislative Program  

 The Mission and Goals of the VFW are to Honor the Dead by Helping the 

Living. “ Its mission by prevailing upon the US Congress and Administration to 

fulfill this nation’s commitment to care and provide for her defenders and their 

dependents in their time of need and to ensure that the United States remains ever 

vigilant while maintaining a strong national defense.”   “Philosophy – Ensure 

legislation is advanced in the Congress and signed into law that reflects the VFW’s 

pro-veteran, pro-national defense and pro-America goals; and protect veterans 

from proposals detrimental to them and the nation.  Ensure employment 

opportunities for America’s veterans are supported by lawmakers, the private 

sector and all concerned governmental entitles through enhancement of veteran’ 

preference legislation, training and education.”  We are given this great advantage 

by receiving legislative information from our Maryland Department of Veterans 

Affairs, www.veterans.maryland.gov. 

The VFW Washington Office 

 You have probably heard of the VFW Washington Office.  It insures what 

our VFW representatives do each and every day to ensure entitlements for our 

veterans and their families. 

 According to “The VFW Washington Office”—       Advocacy – The VFW 

is one of the most respected voices in Washington, DC and within local 

governments across America.  They advocate for justice for our nations veterans, 

service members and military families on an array of issues and continue to be the 

http://www.veterans.maryland.gov/


voice for veterans everywhere.  They regularly testify before Congress, meet with 

elected officials and rally our national network of VFW members and patriotic 

supporters to ensure our lawmakers put veterans first.  When those who’ve served 

our country and those that support them stand together, the VFW Washington 

Office can not be ignored. 

The VFW’s Action Corps 

 The VFW”s Action Corps is the VFW’s grassroots lobbying effort.  Located 

in communities across the globe, this group works to inform and educate veterans 

and service members on the initiatives and policies that affect them and take the 

voice of veterans to local, state and national lawmakers. To get up-to-date 

information regarding the latest veterans issues sign up to get your VFW Action 

Corps Weekly by text “VFW” to 50457 or visit vfw.org/Join ActionCorps.  Please 

read it and respond to the action alerts.  Also note on the VFW Action Corps 

Weekly, you will receive information concerning MIA Updates which are very 

important for us to note.  A gift will be given during Christmas Conference to the 

member that A gift will be given during Christmas Conference to an Auxiliary 

member that give a short story about his/her veteran.  

   Sign up to receive Action Corp (it is free) read it, and respond to the action 

alerts.  If you are already a member please encourage your family and neighbors to 

join. 

Give Your Ideas as Follows 

    You may give your ideas by calling, writing or sending an e-mail to your 

representative.  www.vfwauxiliary.org, select  “What We Do” then click on 

Legislative.  You may educate yourselves by logging onto www.congress.gov to 

learn the legislative process. 

Please note the following: 

You may also go to  www.vfwauxmd.org and look under resources.  The 

first item is “report forms” – fillable”.  Complete the Legislative Report Form and 

it will come to me. 

Reach Out To Youth Groups 

http://www.vfwauxiliary.org/
http://www.congress.gov/
http://www.vfwauxmd.org/


 Our Department President’s  theme this year is “Let The Good Times Roll 

With Our Veterans.  Most of our veterans are young veterans.   In an effort to 

reach out to our young veterans, our young adult voters it would be a great idea to 

check with political and civic organizations at colleges or for young adult voters 

that are the Young Republicans National Federation and Young Democrats of 

America, the ROTC and sororities and fraternities of nearby colleges.  Reach out 

to their leadership team and introduce yourself.  Don’t just make contact, develop 

a partnership, if possible. 

✓ Important because today’s military is made up of liberals, conservatives, 

moderates, republicans and democrats.    

✓ discuss the VFW’s Action Corps Weekly and how to sign up, 

vfw.org/advocacy/grassroots-efforts/vfw-action-corps-weekly. 

✓ Invite them to be your guests at Post and Auxiliary events.  Ask for help 

using social media to contact elected leaders 

✓ Copy and send VFW Action Alerts to them.   

✓ Ask about veterans of their generation and what they need. 

It is important to invite all candidates campaigning for a local office to your Post 

for a town hall or debate.  They all deserve legislation that makes their lives better.  

Please remember – decline to endorse any candidate; do not suggest the 

organization favors one party over another. 

The website votervoice.net/VFW/bills will tell us where to start.  A small gift will 

be given to the Auxiliary that reaches out to the Young Adult Voters and a report is 

submitted to me.  Please let me know which youth group you reached out to and 

the response. 

 Please see attached VFW Priority Goals for 2022.  

Helpful Web Sites 

Senate Committee on Veterans’ Affairs www.veterans Senate.gov-- 202-224-9126  

SR-412   Fax – 202-224-8908 

House Committee on Veterans Affairs –www.veterans.house.gov; 202-225-9756 

B-234 LHOB   Fax - 202- 225-2034 

http://www.veterans/
http://www.veterans.house.gov/


Department of Maryland Auxiliary http://vfwauxmd.org and National Auxiliary 

https://vfwauxiliary.org  Fill it in and it will automatically come to me  

Phyllismcooks@aol.com. 

Snail mail it to 7006 Whitney Avenue, Forestville, MD   20747. 

Tips for Writing Congress 

As a general rule, members of Congress are far more likely to heed your 

correspondence if you are one of their constituents and we are constituents. 

Purpose of your letter 

State your pupose for writing in the sentence of the letter 

If your letter pertains to a specific piece of legislation identify it make sure you are 

referencing the correct legislation to the correct body of Congress, House bills are 

H.R. Senate bills are designated a S.______ 

Be Courteous 

     If appropriate include personal information about why the issue matters to you. 

 Address only one issue in each letter or e-mail  

Addressing your correspondence to a Senator 

The Honorable (full name) 

United States Senate 

Washington, DC  20510 

Dear Senator (last name) 

----------------- 

 

 

 

http://vfwauxmd.org/
https://vfwauxiliary.org/
mailto:Phyllismcooks@aol.com


To a Representative 

The Honorable (full name)  

United States House of Representative 

Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Mr./Mrs./Ms (last name) 

---------------- 

Tips for Communication 

E-Mail, letters, fax vs phone call 

E-Mail vs. letter vs fax vs. phone call 

E-mail messages arrive immediately whereas printed letters are delayed one two 

three weeks and usually have the same impact phone calls are often tallied and the 

content summarized – often omitting any key details the constituent would hope to 

communicate and faxes are detested on Capitol Hill for the administrative burden 

they create and the paper they waste. 

Written communications – sending an e-mail or letter is one of the most effective 

ways to influence undecided lawmakes.  A personalized e-mail would have “a lot” 

or “some” influence on an undecided legislator. 

June Holidays 

June 6      D-Day         June 23  Coast Guard Auxiliary Birthday 

June 12    Women Veterans Day     June 27  PTSD Awareness Day 

June 14     Flag Day 

 

Reports to me by the 20th of each month                        

Report on how you reached out to the Young Adult Voters  

And results          

 

 













Legislative 

2021-2022 Report Form 

Phyllis M. Cooks, Department Chairman 

7006 Whitney Avenue 

Forestville, MD  20747 

phyllismcooks@aol.com 

 

Were you able to utilize any of the Legislative material/resources available on the 

National VFW Auxiliary Website? 

How many of your Auxiliary members are subscribed for VFW Action Corps 

Weekly E-Newsletter?    Please do not repeat numbers. 

Did your Auxiliary promote, participate and/or host activities regarding the VFW 

Priority Goals?  Please explain 

Did your Auxiliary promote, participate or co-host with your VFW Post, activities 

regarding the VFW Priority Goals?   

Number of  Auxiliary members that contacted legislator on veterans  issues by any 

means (example: emails, letters, postcards, phone calls, etc.)   

Did Auxiliary Members attend events where they could interact with legislators 

(example: legislative conferences, town halls, meet-and-greets. Briefly explain 

event. 
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