
AMERICANISM 

 
October Mailer 

I hope all of you honored the patriotic holidays in September – Patriots Day (9-11 Remembrance) and 

POW/MIA Day (Sept. 16th).  We must continue to educate our communities and continue to remember all 

the sacrifices our many servicemen and women have made and continue to make. 

This month’s mailer focuses on our Flag. Let’ start with HOW TO DISPLAY THE UNITED STATES FLAG: 

1. The flag should be hoisted briskly and lowered ceremoniously. 

2. The flag is never allowed to touch the ground or the floor. 

3. When hung over a sidewalk on a rope extending from a building to a pole, the union stars are 

always away from the building. 

4. When vertically hung over the center of the street, the flag always has the union stars to the north 

in an east/west street and to the east in a north/south street. 

5. The flag of the United States of America should be at the center and at the highest point of the 

group when a number of flags of states or localities or pennants of societies are grouped and 

displayed from staffs. 

6. The flag should never be festooned, drawn back, nor up, in folds but always allowed to fall free. 

7. The flag should be displayed at half-staff until noon on Memorial Day then raised to the top of the 

staff. 

8. Never fly the flag upside down except as a signal of distress in instances of extreme danger to life 

or property. 

9. The flag is never flown in inclement weather except when using an all-weather flag. 

10. The flag can be flown every day from sunrise to sunset and at night if illuminated properly. 

 

DAYS IN OCTOBER, NOVEMBER, & DECEMBER WHEN THE FLAG SHOULD BE FLOWN: 

➢ Columbus Day ………………………………………………………………….2nd Monday in October 

➢ Navy Day ………………………………………………………………………. October 27th 

➢ Veterans Day ……………………………………………………………………November 11th 

➢ Thanksgiving Day ………………………………………………………………4th Thursday in November 

➢ National Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day (half-staff) ………………………December 7th 

➢ Christmas Day …………………………………………………………………. December 25th  

 

NOTE: Please report ALL you do. And please fill out the bottom of the report with HOURS, COSTS & 

MILEAGE!!!  It is important as we report our totals to the Post; they report to Department and they 

report to National VFW.  These compiled figures from all states are then sent to Washington, D.C. to 

let them know just how much we do for our veterans!! 

https://katfrog.wegrok.net/2016/09/us-national-voter-registration-reminder.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


 

FLAG ETIQUETTE CUTTING STARS 

 

In August 2000, at the VFW 101st National Convention delegates passed a 

resolution establishing a U.S. Flag disposal program by fire for  VFW Posts to 

conduct privately or publicly as follows: 

▪ The Flag should be folded in its customary manner. (See VFW Ritual Book) 

▪ It is important that the fire be sizeable and of sufficient intensity to ensure 

complete burning of the Flag. 

▪ Place the Flag on the fire. 

▪ The individual(s) can come to attention, salute the Flag, recite the Pledge of 

Allegiance, and have a brief period of reflection. 

▪ After the flag is completely consumed, the fire should be safely 

extinguished, and the ashes buried. 

▪ Please make sure you are conforming to local/state fire codes or 

ordinances. 

The resolution conforms to the intent and letter of the U.S. Code and the Federal 

Flag Code.  This is the ONLY acceptable way of handling U.S. Flags that are no 

longer fit to be flown.  No other handling of a retired Flag is considered 

acceptable.  This issue has been reviewed by VFW National leaders and confirmed 

ass the policy for the Veterans of Foreign Wars and its Auxiliary. 

 

Let the Good Times Roll for our Veterans & their Families. . . . . 

. . . . and let us show our HEARTS THAT SERVE & HANDS THAT CARE! 

 

BETTY ANN JOHNSON 

Americanism Chairman 

PH: 410-253-5550 email: bettyannjohnson@hotmail.com 
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