
 

Americanism 
Americanism Chairmen & Patriotic Instructors, 

 There are several important days to remember in September. Plan to observe 

them in some way at your Post, home or in the Community. They are: 

❖ 9-11 or Patriots Day – when America fell under a vicious attack by 19 

terrorist militants and killed 2,996 people. Even though this horrible act 

occurred 21 years ago, we Americans MUST never forget that day and all the 

years after that our brave men & women continually have been fighting and 

protecting our Freedom! 

❖ September 16 – POW/MIA Day (observed the 3rd Friday of September) – 

(See the attached fact sheet on the numbers). The numbers are astronomical 

-according to the Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency, 83,114 Americans are 

still missing. Consider holding a “Missing Man” ceremony at the Post. Place 

small POW/MIA flags (order from VFW Store) on tables or the bar in the 

Canteen/lounge. Pass out the Missing Man table words to patrons on that 

day. Let us show our American Spirit and Care for the brave men & women 

who served our Country. 

❖ September 25 – Gold Star Mother’s/Family Day – this day honors mothers and 

families who have lost a service member in the line of duty or in support of 

military activities. The name comes from the custom of families hanging 

service flags in the window of their homes. A Blue Star represents a family 

member in active-duty service. A Silver Star represents a family member 

wounded or injured in a war zone. A Gold Star represents a family member 

killed during active-duty and stands for sacrifice made for honor and 

freedom. Try and find these families in your community and send them a note 

recognizing their patriotism in the family and thanking them for their 

member’s service. Post a message on your Post sign board (if there is one). 

Last -don’t forget to put your events on Facebook on #auxiliarypatriotism! Check 

out this Facebook page!  

 Betty Ann Johnson PH: 410-253-5550,  

email: bettyannjohnson@hotmail.com 
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SEPTEMBER DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

As Americans, we must never forget what our Patriots and Veterans do to preserve our Freedom.  
September holds dear two very painful days of remembrance for our country – Patriots Day or 9-11 when 
our country fell under great terrorist attack and POW/MIA Day – the 3rd Friday in September designated 
for remembering those Prisoners of War and Missing In Action. 

On September 11, 2001, 19 terrorist militants hijacked and flew 4 planes into the Twin Towers in 
New York, the Pentagon in Washington, D.C., and fortunately due to the heroism of Patriots on the plane, 
crashed in a field in Shanksville, PA. Two thousand nine hundred and ninety-six people were killed from 78 
different countries. Even though this was 21 years ago, we must continue to honor those who gave the 
ultimate sacrifice and to our service men and women who continue to fight terrorism today. Comrades and 
VFW Auxiliary members – hold a ceremony or post something in your Post to commemorate this horrific 
day. 

September 16, 2022 is the third Friday in September, set aside to remember our brave men & women 
who served their country and are either prisoners of war or missing in action. To comprehend the 
importance of this movement, all you need to do is look at the sheer numbers of Americans who have been 
listed as POW/MIAs.  According to the Congressional Research Service report on POWs: 

• 130,201 WWII service members were imprisoned; 14072 then died. 

• 7,140 Korean War service members were imprisoned; 2,701 of them died. 

• 725 Vietnam War service members were imprisoned; 64 of them died. 

• 37 service members were imprisoned during conflicts since 1991, including both Gulf Wars; non is 
still in captivity. 

According to the Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency, 83,114 Americans who fought in those wars are 
still missing, including: 

▪ 73,515  WWII 

▪ 7,841    Korean War 

▪ 1,626    Vietnam War 

▪ 126       Cold War 

▪ 6  from conflicts since 1991 
Let’s Honor these men & women with a Missing Man ceremony or some form of acknowledgment in 
your VFW Posts. 

 

 



 

A single red rose in a vase is there as a reminder of the lives 

Of each of the missing and their loved ones who keep the faith,  

Still waiting for answers. 

 

The red ribbon around tied around the vase shows our continued 

Determination to account for the missing. 

 

A lemon slice at each bread plate is to remind us of the bitter fate of  

Those captured and missing in a foreign land. 

 

A pinch of salt recalls the tears endured by those missing 

And their families who seek answers. 

 

The Bible represents the strength gained through faith to sustain 

Those lost from our country, which was founded as 

One nation under God. 

 

An inverted glass symbolizes their inability to share in the day’s toast. 

 

The chairs at each place stand empty to express their absence. 
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