
From the desk of the President: 

Sisters and Brothers of the great Department of Maryland. I hope you are all 

having as much fun as I am. I will try to keep my message to a page or so, so 

as not to be too much to read with all the other great information in our 

monthly mailers. If you have any feedback on how we are sending out the 

information or the type of information we are sending out, please let us know 

on how we can do a better job.  

I have started my District visits and am looking forward to visiting all the 

districts in this great department. Please do not fret on the visit. I am just 

curious about how different districts conduct their meeting and want to make 

sure that they are getting all the support they need from the department. This is a great time to display the 

great things your district and auxiliaries in the district, are doing to support our veterans. The districts that 

I have visited so far have been a real treat. You are all doing great work in keeping your auxiliaries active. 

Keep up the great work District Presidents. 

I was so proud of Maryland for their attendance at the National President’s visit to Maryland. Jane had a 

great time on her visit and sent a nice card. I would like to give a big thank you to Star Spangled Banner 

and Fort Small Wood posts and auxiliaries for the excellent dinner you provided. Jane enjoyed her firetruck 

experience and her tour of the Naval Academy. These were two things that she had never done before. 

Thank you to District 6 VFW Sr. Vice for the great tour of the Naval Academy.  

A big shout out to everyone that came out and got to meet our National President. For those of you that got 

a chance to talk with her, you have left a great impression on her. I had some time alone with her and she 

could not talk enough about how impressed she was with what we are doing in Maryland. She was also 

very pleased that we have such a great relationship with our VFW. In Jane’s words “The VFW and the 

VFW Auxiliary is a family. Sometimes you have disagreements and may fight with your family, but in the 

end, you come together to get the job done.”  I couldn’t have said it any better.  

We need to all remember why we joined the Auxiliary in the first place. I know for me, it was to serve the 

veterans. I am pretty sure that is true with most of you. For me, this is never about personal recognition; I 

am focused on how we can best serve those that need us. Please keep that in the back of your mind when 

you are having a tough time seeing eye to eye with each other. We all should have that in common. With 

that commonality, we should be able to build very strong and enduring bonds with members from the both 

the VFW and the Auxiliary.  

I will be going to the Eastern Conference and am excited that we were able to fill the bus. I am looking 

forward to a great time with all our brothers and sisters in the Eastern Convention. We will have quite a 

few line officers including the National president at this event. If you missed her in Maryland, this is your 

next chance to meet and talk with your national line officers and President.  

VFW Auxiliary 5118 is preparing for the Christmas Convention on Dec 10th. I hope to pack the house so 

we can all enjoy a good time. You can always go to the Department website to get the latest information, 

Department directory, program report forms, calendar of events to list a few of the resources. Our 

Department Secretary, Libby Dalla Tezza, does a phenomenal job at updating the website. Please go to 

https://vfwauxmd.org/ and do some looking around. There is a lot of useful information that I find every 

time I go on that site.  

https://vfwauxmd.org/


In closing, I would like to thank all of you that continue to volunteer in the hospitals and the community. It 

really warms my heart when I talk to you and find out some of the great things that you do day after day. 

This is why we, the Department of Maryland, will always be the “beast from the East.” I hope you all have 

a very enjoyable holiday season and please be safe. I want to see all of you as we come into a New Year 

ready to support our veterans.  

 
Wayne LaFleur 

Department President 

 “Let the Good Times Roll with the Veterans” 

 


