
From the desk of the President: 

Sisters and Brothers of the great Department of Maryland. I hope you are all having as 

much fun as I am. I will try to keep my message to a page so as not to be too much to read 

with all the other great information in our monthly mailers.  If you have any feedback on 

how we are sending out the information or the type of information we are sending out, 

please let us know on how we can do a better job.  

I am going to start with an etiquette tip. If you get an email, please respond when you receive it, so the 

sender knows that at least you received it. A simple one-word message of “received’ is enough for the 

sender to know that at least the message was received and not lost. If you are receiving too many emails, 

let us know and we can try to reduce the frequency of emails. I am aware of the volume of email traffic that 

goes on and I hate to be a cause of the problem. With that, I receive many emails that are a reply to all. This 

should only be done if the entire group needs the information.  

Now on to a much lighter note. At the last mailer, I was preparing to go to the National Convention. For 

those of you that went, you know how well Maryland did in the awards. For those that missed it, all I can 

say is WOW. Maryland did very well at the awards portion for the programs at the National Convention. I 

know Cheri is very proud of the hard work and recognition her chairpersons received for their programs 

last year.  I hope we do as well or better in getting recognition at the National Convention this year. I have 

faith in MD because we are the ‘Beast from the East.’   

I would like to thank all the members that attended the Joint Homecoming for the State Commander and 

myself, on July 30th. The weather was beautiful, and the event went off really well. A big special thanks to 

VFW and Auxiliary Post 5246, Federalsburg Memorial, for all the hard work that you put into making this 

event so great.  The food was great, the band and entertainment were the best, and all the activities set up 

were awesome. It was great to see so many youths having a good time. I also had an opportunity to go down 

the water slide and sit in the dunk tank to raise money for the Commanders and my joint special project. 

Thanks again to all that showed up to make this a special event.  

We have a couple of events coming up in September that I would love to see maximum participation from 

MD. The first event is the Celebrating America’s Freedom Event (C.A.F.E.), on September 10th. This will 

be in Shanksville, PA at the Flight 93 National Memorial. There has been a flyer sent out and it is on the 

department calendar. The next big event we have planned is the VFW Auxiliary National President’s visit to 

Maryland, September 20-22. We will be going to the Naval Academy and Ft Mc Henry. We will also be 

visiting different posts in the Annapolis/Baltimore area. Please plan to show up to one of the events so we 

can give the VFW Auxiliary National President, Jane Reape, a very warm MD welcome. A flyer will be 

going out with this mailer. At each of the SOIs, information was put out for you to save the date. 

You can always go to the Department website to get the latest information, Department directory, program 

report forms, and calendar of events to list a few of the resources. Our Department Secretary, Libby Dalla 

Tezza, does a phenomenal job at updating the website. Please go to https://vfwauxmd.org/ and do some 

looking around. There is a lot of useful information that I find every time I go on that site.    

I will also start my District visits in September and am looking forward to visiting all the districts in this 

great department. Please do not fret about the visit. I am just curious about how different districts conduct 

their meeting and want to make sure that they are getting all the support they need from the department.  

This is a great time to display the great things your district and auxiliaries in the district, are doing to support 

our veterans.   

 
Wayne LaFleur 

Department President 

 “Let the Good Times Roll with the Veterans.”   

 

https://vfwauxmd.org/

