Veterans of Foreign Wars Auxiliary
Department of Maryland

HISTORIAN MEDIA RELATIONS PROGRAM
Dorothy Swigon, Historian

Are You Staying Strong?

Hope the enthusiasm you showed at the Department’s School of Instruction has stayed
strong. The office of Historian encompasses a wide range of media duties from traditionally
taking photos for a scrapbook to creating a Reel to post online. One person in your auxiliary
may not have the skills needed to fill all the expectations of Auxiliary Historians.

If your Historian is not comfortable with all that is being asked, encourage your Auxiliary
President to form a Media Team. Use the varied talents of your members to have a wonderful
year recording the history of your auxiliary. Find the member who loves telling stories that can
keep your traditions alive. Don’t miss getting a member comfortable with computer programs
and processes to work on your website, Facebook page, and make some Reels of your
Auxiliary in action. Have a talented writer? Ask that member to send your local TV stations
and newspapers some news releases of all you do.

With a Media Team working with our Historians, Maryland will be A Force For Veterans
documenting our 2025 -2026 year working for veterans and our communities.

I Photos With Youth -

I Publicity Opportunities! ‘
| Photos that can be taken with our }
| youth are great opportunities to '
highlight our VFW Auxiliary Youth
Activities Program. Whetherin
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| event at your Post where youth 3 B .
Lgroups are invited, take that photo President Sipevek with the Dundalk ROTC Cadets
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Looking Back at 2025 -

z~ Your Story is in the Facts!
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Fact Sheets are a great way to showcase the work your Auxiliris doing to

fulfill the mission of the VFW Auxiliary. Collect all the great projects, donations,
and volunteer work that you did last year using the resources your secretary has

available in your auxiliary records.

1. Minutes -recording what members shared at meetings about the work they

did each month.

2. Treasurer’s Reports — documenting funds spent to assist veterans, service

members, their families, and your comm

unity.

3. National Program reports — copies of Department Program Chairmen’s
reports on file with your secretary after your chairmen report at meetings.

These resources provide all the facts you need to create a Fact
Sheet for your Auxiliary. Our National VFWA’s Publicity Guide
suggests you include the following in your Fact Sheet:

e Your Auxiliary President’s name, address,
number, and e-mail address.

e Your Auxiliary’s total membership.

e What your Auxiliary is doing to assist vete
military and their families.

e Dates of upcoming Auxiliary events.

A sample Fact Sheet is included in the Publicity Guide and Department

phone or cell

rans and active duty

Secretary Libby Dalla Tezza also has a great Fact Sheet for our Maryland work for
veterans and our communities on our Department website.

District Presidents -

You Can Help Auxiliaries Share Ideas

Getting members to share ideas can be a
challenge. One way is to ask your auxiliaries
what they need or want to learn. But some are
shy and afraid they’ll look bad in front of others.

At your next meeting, mention you want to do
a Media ldea Swap.” Ask them to e-mail you
ideas, being as specific as possible. Topics like
setting up a website, making scrapbooks, doing
a Reel, exploring MALTA, and using hashtags
may be areas they’d like discussed.

Compile the ideas into a handout or computer .

presentation for your next District meeting or
even hold a special workshop. Strengthen
auxiliaries in your district by sharing ideas to
improve their media relations.
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